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JOE ORGILL, A CAMPBELL FOUNDATION TRUSTEE
SERVICE AND THE CAMPBELL FOUNDATION.
“I THINK ONE OF THE MOST
REWARDING ASPECTS OF SERVING
ON THE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HAS BEEN CALLING ON FORMER
PATIENTS, EXPLAINING THE
WORK OF THE

CAMPBELL

FOUNDATION, AND ASKING
THEM FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT.

WITHOUT EXCEPTION, THE
PATIENTS I HAVE CONTACTED
COULD NOT SAY ENOUGH GOOD
THINGS ABOUT THE TREATMENT
THEY RECEIVED AT

CAMPBELL

CLINIC. AND WHEN THEY
UNDERSTOOD THE ROLE OF THE
FOUNDATION, THEY WANTED TO
SUPPORT IT.”
— Joseph Orgill III

A

n outstanding team of distinguished physicians,
business executives, and community leaders guides
The Campbell Foundation by serving as the
Foundation’s Board of Trustees. A dedicated member of that team is Joseph Orgill III, who joined
the Board in 2005.
Joe Orgill is chairman of Rock Island Corporation
and a director of The Mallory Group. He formerly
served as chairman of Orgill, Inc., the world’s largest
independent hardware distributor. Orgill, Inc. is the
oldest business in Memphis still owned by the
founding family.
A graduate of Yale University, Mr. Orgill has
Joseph Orgill III
served as a director on the boards of First Tennessee
National Corporation, Commerce Title Guaranty
Company, and Parts, Inc. He has been elected to the Society of Entrepreneurs,
an organization that recognizes dynamic and creative Mid-South business
leaders.
Numerous community organizations have benefited from Joe Orgill’s
leadership. He has been campaign chairman of United Way of the Mid-South
and has served in key positions on the Advisory Committee of Baptist
Memorial Hospital, Shelby County Hospital Authority, the Church Health
Center, LeMoyne-Owen College, the University of Memphis School of
Business and Dixon Gallery and Gardens.
Recently Mr. Orgill talked about why he has always made time in his
busy schedule for community service and the rewards he has experienced
serving as a trustee of The Campbell Foundation.

Please share a bit of your personal history and how this may
have influenced your commitment to community service.
Well, my family has been doing business in Memphis for 160 years. Of
course we want to see Memphis continue to grow and prosper because it is
good for our business, good for our families and good for our employees.
But that’s not the primary reason for my wanting to give back, and I
don’t think it’s the primary reason for most people. I think in most all
human beings there is a desire to help our fellow man if we can. As you go
through life, you find there are things that you feel good about doing.
Helping others is one of them.
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2005, TALKS ABOUT HIS COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

As far as influences, I should mention my cousin, Ed
Orgill, who was mayor of Memphis in the late 1950s. Ed
was very active in the community as well as in politics. When
he decided to support something, he didn’t just write a check,
he gave his time. When he was mayor, he gave up his job as
president of the family business. It was a real sacrifice. And he
served all the people of Memphis at a time when there was a
great divide in the city. Ed had a well-developed sense of the
goodness of all men. I admired him greatly.

There are many worthwhile causes to which you
could devote your time and energy. How do you
choose which organizations to support?
Most people have heard the story about an old man
out on the beach throwing starfish back in the ocean, one
at a time. Somebody comes along and says there are miles
of beach and millions of starfish, so throwing back a few
starfish isn’t going to make any difference. The old man
picks up another starfish, throws it back, and says, “Well,
I made a difference to that one.”
What I’ve tried to do is become involved where I think
I can make a difference, with organizations that make a
difference.

I

“ ’ve been very impressed with the residency program
in which the doctors of Campbell Clinic are training
another generation of men and women to be excellent
orthopaedic surgeons.”

Let’s take The Campbell Foundation, for example.
Memphis has become a great medical center because of
institutions like Campbell Clinic.
Most clinics strive to deliver good care. Campbell Clinic
excels in that regard but goes far beyond what others do.
With the support of the Foundation, Campbell publishes
the textbook on orthopaedic practice and engages in

research that has and will make life better for many, many
people. It’s an important resource for our city and our
region. The Campbell Foundation makes it possible for
Campbell Clinic to do the extra things it does. That’s why
I support the Foundation.

Please share an example of a rewarding
experience you’ve had while serving as a
Campbell Foundation trustee.
I’ve been very impressed to learn about the research that
the Campbell Foundation supports. I had no conception
before joining the board how cutting-edge their research was.
I’ve also been impressed with the residency program in which
the doctors of Campbell Clinic are training another generation
of men and women to be excellent orthopaedic surgeons.
I think one of the most rewarding aspects of serving on
the Board of Trustees has been calling on former patients,
explaining the work of the Campbell Foundation, and asking them for financial support. Without exception, the
patients I have contacted could not say enough good things
about the treatment they received at Campbell Clinic. And
when they understood the role of the Foundation, they
wanted to support it.

What would you like to see The Campbell
Foundation accomplish in the future?
The Board will be working to raise the profile of
The Campbell Foundation in the community and the
region because there is not enough awareness of what
the Foundation does.
I would like to see the Foundation provide more
financial support for research and teaching. The way to
accomplish that, in my opinion, is to let the public know
why those things are important. I believe greater awareness
will result in greater support from the community, which
will enable the Foundation to do more.
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