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PERSONAL TIES, COMMON GOALS LINK
BUZZY HUSSEY TO FOUNDATION
B

“ARTHRITIS

IS A COMMON

WORD IN OUR HOUSEHOLD,
SO THE ON-GOING ORTHOPAEDIC RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION FOCUS OF

THE CAMPBELL FOUNDATION
IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT
TO US.

WE

WANT TO BE

ACTIVE AS LONG AS WE
CAN BE.”
— Buzzy Hussey

uzzy Hederman Hussey was a halfcentury younger and lived a day’s drive
further south when she first became
aware of Campbell Clinic’s reputation
for excellence.
“As a teenager, I was on a swim
team, and I began having pain whenever I was swimming,” said Hussey,
who grew up in Jackson, Mississippi.
“At first, my parents thought I was a
hypochondriac.”
One of the Hederman family’s
neighbors was Dr. Tom Blake, a
Campbell Clinic-trained orthopaedic
surgeon. After a series of tests, Dr.
Blake performed spinal fusion surgery
on Hussey, who has relished working
hard and playing hard throughout her
adult life.
“Even then, and that far away from
Memphis, Campbell Clinic was held in
high esteem,” Hussey said. “To have a
Campbell Clinic-trained surgeon as
your doctor really meant something
then, as it does today.”

“

Campbell Clinic has set a
standard of excellence for medical
care in our community and
throughout the region that is
impressive, and the training that
Campbell residents receive
continues to be exceptional.”
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Campbell Foundation Trustee Buzzy Hussey has built
her company, Babcock Gifts, into one of the MidSouth’s most popular and prestigious retail shops.

When her good friend and
Foundation Chairman Jack Blair
asked Hussey to become a Campbell
Foundation trustee back in 2004, her
plate was already full. She is among the
Memphis area’s most sought-after
community leaders, having served on
the boards of Memphis Botanic
Gardens, Dixon Gallery and Gardens,
the Memphis Symphony Orchestra,
Hutchison School, the Thomas W.
Briggs Foundation, and the Children’s
Foundation of Memphis, among
others.
One of a small circle of women
elected to the Society of Entrepreneurs,
Hussey continues to direct operations
at the company she owns, Babcock
Gifts. Wife, mother, grandmother, arts
supporter, traveler — Hussey fills these
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and her many other roles with great zest.
Still, she said “Yes” to The Campbell
Foundation and has served its Board
with energy and dedication.
“Campbell Clinic has set a standard
of excellence for medical care in our
community and throughout the region
that is impressive, and the training that
Campbell residents receive continues to
be exceptional,” Hussey said. “Also,
Campbell Clinic staffs The Med, the
area’s only level-one trauma center. As a
Memphis resident, I greatly appreciate
the many ways that Campbell physicians
serve our community.”
Hussey’s father had a heart attack
when she was 18. His subsequent commitment to a strict diet and exercise
shaped her lifelong commitment to
healthy habits. She was a runner for
years, “even before the movie Rocky
made running popular,” she jokes.
Today she and her husband, psychiatrist Dr. Hal Brunt, walk three miles
outdoors, ride bikes, or walk on a treadmill every day. They enjoy taking hiking
trips in the U.S. and abroad. And, they
love to dance. One of their goals for
2009 is to learn to salsa.
“Arthritis is a common word in our
household,” Hussey said, “so the ongoing orthopaedic research and education
focus of The Campbell Foundation is
extremely important to us. We want to be
active as long as we can be. The fact that
The Campbell Foundation works to help
make Campbell Clinic one of the nation’s
premier musculoskeletal institutions is a
goal we strongly support.”
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Hussey said that in her own life,
she has always set excellence as her goal
and then worked toward that high bar,
sometimes falling short but always
stretching to achieve her best.
“Campbell Clinic inspires me with
its commitment to excellence and what
it has accomplished through the years,”
she said. “Striving for excellence is
challenging, but it makes life a lot more
interesting.”
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Campbell Foundation Trustee
Buzzy Hussey and
her husband, Dr. Hal Brunt,
hiking a trail in Alaska.
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